The Rising Cost of Material Since 2020

The construction sector as a whole saw steep
increases beginning in 2020, and utility materials
were no exception. Although prices have
moderated since their peak, the elevated
baseline has kept costs higher than pre-
pandemic levels.

Why costs rose so quickly — Supply-chain
disruptions, inflation in raw materials, labor
shortages, increased demand for storm
restoration, and transportation restrictions. All of
these issues created a sustained period of
elevated pricing rather than a short-term spike.
The increased material costs have created
higher per-mile construction costs, budget
increases for capital improvement, and longer
project timelines. While some material prices
have stabilized, the long-term baseline remains
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Call 811 Before you dig. Every dig. Every time.

If you are in an auto accident with power lines KNOW WHAT TO DO!
If your car hits a utility pole, your vehicle and the surrounding area can become energized. Even if
you do not touch lines or equipment, you can still be KILLED or SERIOUSLY INJURED!

1. STAY IN THE CAR...UNLESS IT IS ON FIRE!
Fire is the only reason to leave the vehicle before the utility professional arrives.
Open the vehicle door and jump clear of the vehicle with your feet together.
DO NOT touch the vehicle and the ground at the same time.
Continue to hop or shuffle away with your feet together as far as you can.

2. CALL 911 IMMEDIATELY

Call 911 to have the utility notified. Warn others, including first responders, to stay away.
No one should approach or exit the vehicle until the utility company verifies it is safe.



